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WINTER 1977

™

L WHAT TO SEE |
k Bird watchmg on the Pralrle Path is much easier in wmter — w1thout lcaves to obscure

UYpowny  the view. Take your binoculars and bird book on your next walk and be. amazed at the -
| w°°dpe°kér _ number and variety of blrds who enjoy our rigorous winters. ~
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~ Year-round residents who are easy to: recognize are cardznals blue jays, starllngs and
mournmg doves. Gregarious chickadees flit from bush to bush. Downy woodpeckers can
' _ easily be seen and heard. Favorite foods of these birds are the seeds of the
‘ staghorn sumac, the tall sunﬂower and wild parsnlp

Goldflnches are plentlful but look different as thelr blaok and gold
feathers have changed to olive green. Look for them chngmg to the
tops of goldenrods or thlstles ‘ -

Flocks of j juncoes are winter visitors. They are dark grey with white
breasts and with a flash of white on the sides of their tails as they
‘ﬂy ahead of you down the Path. Pine siskins can be heard whispering
__in the evergreens, but seldom seen. In hawthornes and willows, you
~may see a flock of tree sparrows who have rust colored caps and a
smgle spot on their br easts. ‘

If it oets very cold for a long perlod of tlme look for big yellow

, ‘black and white evening grosbeaks who like box elder seeds; and

/| chickadees  small brown birds with red heads, the red polls who come south :
- - from northern forests when seeds there get burled by snow. Goldfmch Q -\

Il




Winter NEWSLETTER 1977 - Page 2

.1976'ANNUAL‘MEETING:

The Illanls Pralrle Path was assured of permanence by DuPage County Board members
Robert Raymond and Frank Belllnger at the annual meeting of the Prairie Path on Novem—
ber 7. "DuPage County never intends to put a road through here!, said Raymond dlspel—
kllng fear of any such p0831b111ty. ~ ~

- The occasion marked the 10th anniversary of the 81gn1ng of the Pralrle Path lease
~jw1th the County and was made notable by the participation of Raymond Chairman of the
Planning, Roads, Zoning and Building Committee; Bellinger, President of the DuPage
County Forest Preserve District; and Joseph Abel, Regional Planner for DuPage County. ;
Path members were also proud to find in _attendance Mary Eleanor Wall and Jane N. Splrgel‘
_of the DuPage County Board, as well as Frank Mlller and Carl Bower representing the -

Kane County Board

nghllghts of the Year were reported by Eugene Lew1s, Path Secretary. The major
k~;k1mprovement was the bu1ld1ng of a sturdy and handsome foot-bridge across the West branch*
of the DuPage River. Response to our appeal for funds (in part) to defray the cost of
_the $30 000 bridge has been terrific; more than half of our members have sent contrlbu—
_ tions. By means of these hundreds of donations, plus two anonymous glfts and a one—“;
 for- two matching grant ($15,000), the bridge is fully paid for with a substantlal sum
, oremalnlng for addltlonal improvements. These projects, as outllned in our appeal are
?fsurfac1ng the last unlmproved six miles of the Path in DuPage County, doing some . neces—‘
_sary grading in Wayne and installing automobile barrlers. Mrs. Hamill, Path Treasurer,;
~‘spoke optlmlstlcally of ra1s1ng the additional funds to complete these tasks w1th1n the
~ next year.~ ‘ ~ . , - .

, Elected to the Board of D1rectors were Mr Russell“Stemple, Elmhurst;'and Mrs;
?,Donna Albue, Lombard Re—elected were ‘ . . -

Paul Moorlng, Glen Ellyn

Mrs. Corwith Hamill, Wayne

Richard Wilson, Des Plaines
~ ,  Gunnar Anderson, Dundee

;Mr Moorlngcw1ll contlnue to servekas Pres1dent for 1977

- At the close of the meetlng,‘ apple squee21n sl and country bread andrcake
Were provided and served by members of Warrenv1lle Friends of the Path: Violet Kol
Wlnlfred Mayne, Helen Player, Edlth Latal Evelyn Campbell and Barbara Kurylo.*

PROJECTszND4MAINTENANCE:V

- One of the above mentloned auto barrlers, whlch are the same ype dfin,Cook-
Q:County Forest Preserves, has been installed at the Northwoods entrance to the Path,
y Farm‘and Prlnce Cross1ng Roads.f . _

k1n 1nternat10nal log;k jalo)
] w1ll?replace7the orlglnal smaller s1gns‘1n the near f‘ture.“;3‘

Bold new signs deplctlngﬁ NO. MOTOR VEHICLES'
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COOK COUNTY

 Reappraisal of the Aurora Corporation's right-of-way, as required by the State
of Tllinois, has resulted in changed financial commitments by state and by local muni-
tkc1pallt1es.; Consequently, our long hoped for extension of the Path eastward is still
*1n llmbo, perhaps temporarily "frozen' along with our pipes and cars and noses!

F;;AHHH:—~SPRING!

; Durlng this sub-zero waiting perlod why not prepare for Sprlng walks and rldes
by exploring Helen Turner's 32-page booklet, "Guide to the Illinois Prairie Path'

- (81.25). ~ Members will find much more to look for - and at - if they have absorbed
details of our local geology, history, botany and biclogy. The "Guide 1ncludes a
llst of 1nd1genous and mlgratory blrds to be seen along the Path ,

KANE COUNTY :

Real progress is reported in the efforts of Kane County's Forest Preserve Com-
mission to clear away legal (and physical) obstructions hampering Prairie Path use
of the CASE right-of-way along the east bank of the Fox River. This extension into
the city of Elgin would link the Prairie Path to the Fox Path belng developed north-
' ward toward Algonquin.

~ RESIGNATIONS:

Regretfully we announce the resignation from the Path Board of D1rectors of ;
Charles J. Peterson, Chairman of Security, and of Mary Lencioni, Recordlng Secretary,”
"Chuck! was one of the original Path Directors and has served in many vital capa-
cities over the years. Other commitments make it impossible for them to continue
~ as Board members, but we deeply appreciate their valuable services to the Path.

 CONGRATULATTONS !
W are pleased to learn that Mrs. jeankMoOrlng s phehomenal recovery from her

‘jserlous auto ac01dent in November now permits her to resume many of her activities,
1nclud1ng even a brief visit to the Pralrle Path.

- CHANGES:

Maintenance costs have flnally made it necessary to raise our membershlp dues
‘by a modest amount. The new rates are: ~ ~

Patron 1$100.00 ~ Supporting  $15.00

Sustaining 50,00 - Organization = 15.00

 Contributing  25.00 . Family  10.00
. - ’ ~ Ind1v1dual —— $5 00 . .

~Green—and—wh1te Path PATCHES are Stlll prlced at $1. OO, orders should be addressed

kh'to the Path - P O Box 1086 Wheaton, Il 60187



