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Sprmg showers fill the ditches along the Prairie Path W|th water Wetlands teem with Ilfe as birds
_return to nest and migrating flocks pause to feed in the greening marshes Look for redwing
blackbirds nesting in the cattails. They have adjusted so well to man, often nesting only a few
feet from the freeways, that their population is increasing. The males with bright orange and
, _ red wing patches arrive in March to stake out territories; when the cattails turn green in Apnl .

_the brown females return. to butld nests. of marsh grass and cattalls - ~

- Observe muskrats burldlng Iodges in the marshes Cattalls are thelr favorlte food and bqumg
materlal ' t .

‘ Look for wetland WIld flowers Several varieties of arrowroot grow in wet places The showrest
_ [, "'of these has whlte three- -part blossoms. Indians harvested the starchy tubers of the arrowroot
i in fall for roastmg like potatoes. Look for the pale plnk swamp rose wrth lts hooked thorn “
: and the beautlful blue W|Id iris. .

Elderber'ry bushes are disappearing from the city but can still
_ be found growmg along the Prairie Path. They are native
; _ shrubs which thrive in . wet grou nd Notsce their flat creamy-
W /male  white clusters of flowers or “blows”’. They are delicious
e s dipped in pancake batter, fried, dusted with sugar and eaten
_ warm. Wonderful winey. tastlng jelly can be made from the
. brtter elderberrles in August . .

Some of the largest wetlands along the Pralrle Path are the
»meoln l\/larsh north of Wheaton the area south of North
Avenue and the East DuPage Rlver area east of Glen Ellyn
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