THE ILLINOIS PRAIRIE‘PATH NENSLETTER
‘ w1nter, 1972 ‘ ‘

~WHAT TO SEE ...;An1ma1 tracks where once there were ra11road tracks.

fIf you walked along the Pralrle Path last summer after a raln, or looked at the mud flats along
the river, you might have seen footprints —~~tracks of raccoon, or muskrat, or perhaps woodchucks
_ (sometimes called groundhogs) Now it is winter and the best time to see tracks is after a light
fsnowfall You will not find "coon' tracks,kthe raccoons are curled up sleeping in hollow trees.
Neither w1ll you find muskrat; they are living in ponds,kln tunnels, and the houses made from
_reeds and mud that look like dgloos after a snowfall Nor will you find woodchucks, they are;fﬁ
k:holed up, sleeplng in burrows in the ground waltlng for February 2 when they come out looklng
;ffor thelr shadows.k‘ ~ ~ ~

‘fBut you may see tracks of deer, or fbx, or pheasant You surely can find rabbtt sparrow*V
;squtrrel cthmunk (like a dlmlnutlve squirrel track) and 1f you look closely, the tlny fo
~§pr1ntskof mtce. ‘These anlmals are . actlve all year.;,?
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§WORK ON THE PATH

‘This Prairie Path project that was started in 1963 by a struggling handful of folks, .
is snowballing! Previous Newsletters have reported on the great help given us by
‘~~c1vic groups, the DuPage County Board utility companies, and by several communities.
~ Now we add another big community progect.‘ Through the efforts of Jeannie Mbortng,
there is to be a four foot path of limestone siftings laid in Glen Ellyn.
oj:‘Mr. Galligan, village manager, proposed to the ViZZage Board that $1,750 in the
. fRestoration and Beautification fund be used for this Path 1mprovement.~ They agreed! -
 We surely thank them for this Christmas gift. They will start laying the path west -
of the business distrlct and then work east for as long as the funds hold out. f*’~

;r,‘W&yne citizens continue with their Path support. On Dec. 11 the Robert GZen family
. had their second annual Christmas tree sale to raise funds. It was a festlve ‘
»occasion with cookles, coffee and hot soup served ‘ , ~

: s‘And so we move forward

'U*5THE ANNUAL MEETING ~ NOVEMBER 7 1971fi

{along 22 miles of the Path ~—yall of DuPage County except the plece so
“goyWarrenville. Mr. Cherry also brought a picture to Mrs. Watts w1th ap
‘“:hgreeting to her from Rogers Mbrton, Secretary of the Interior.‘ik

f;freelected to serve in l972 )

'f*f;]NALKs

“hpThere were two very successful walks this fall sponsored by‘the PrairlecPath
 Annual Walk, a beautiful October 16, _more than 250 with 8;leaders walk
‘fWeisbrook Rd to RathJe Park . .

‘iOn Nov.fla more thaniéO turned out forfthe L O—N—G:l7km11e hike, lead’by Bobklrwtn
_Th Sterra CZub 1s :

'”lfsoring‘four walks on the Pathp n January and February

= CLASS TO BE. GIVEN

f7°We are offerlng a 5 week class this w1nter,,meeting once a week for teachers and or
‘Q=Scout leaders. The purpose is to armchair explore the plants, animals and rocks that
‘yz‘ _be seen along the Path There w1ll be games, songs and other act1v1ties of
‘ynfture study - . o - -

Ttme 4 to 5 pm .
~ 6l6 Delles St., Wheaton




